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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S Patent Pub. 2004/0001704 A1 to Chan et al. ("Chan") in view of Korean Patent 
Publication No. P1 997-0029482 to Bang. 

As to claim 1 and 6, Chan discloses an apparatus for playing an optical disk, 
comprising: a first storage (Fig. 2, 115) storing a predetermined audio stream read out 
from an optical disk (0005)(0040); a second storage (Fig. 2, 120) storing a target still 
picture corresponding to the predetermined audio stream (0005)(0040); and 
a controller outputting the target still picture stored in the second storage when index 
information (6-1 to 6-N or 7-1 to 7-N) of the target still picture is received from a 
user(Fig. 6)(0032)(0037), so that the second and first storages store the index 
information of the target still picture and the predetermined audio stream, corresponding 
to the index information of the target still picture, respectively (0005)(0037)(0041-0042). 
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Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the received index information with 
a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the optical disk 
currently being played and outputting a storage control signal based on the comparison 
result. 

Bang discloses comparing the received index information (Specific frame 
sequence data) with a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track 
(Comparing input frame sequence data with frame sequence data of a video) of the 
optical disk currently being played and outputting a storage control signal (video signal) 
based on the comparison result (Abstract). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Chan and Bang. Motivation would have been to provide a search 
operation in a reproducing device to output desired image to view on a display device 
(Abstract). 

As to claim 2, Bang further discloses wherein the controller comprises a 
comparator comparing the index information of the target still picture with the maximum 
number of indexes included in the predetermined track (Comparing input frame 
sequence with frame sequence data of a video) and outputting the storage control 
signal (video) when the index information of the target still picture has a value not larger 
than the maximum number of indexes included in the predetermined track (Abstract). In 
addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 1 . 

As to claim 3, Chan discloses a method of playing an optical disk, comprising: 
outputting a still image designated by a predetermined index during a predetermined 
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audio stream reproduced from an optical disk (0037); and 
jumping from a current index to a predetermined index corresponding to the index 
information of the target still picture if the index information of the target still picture has 
a value not larger than the maximum number of indexes included in the predetermined 
track (0020)(0037). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing index information of a target still 
picture with a maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the 
optical disk currently playing when the index information of the target still picture is 
received from a user. 

Bang discloses comparing index information of a target still picture with a 
maximum number of indexes included in a predetermined track of the optical disk 
currently playing when the index information of the target still picture is received from a 
user (Abstract). In addition, the same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 1 . 

As to claim 4, Chan further discloses wherein the jumping from a current index to 
a predetermined index corresponding to the index information of the target still picture 
comprises outputting the target still picture indicated by the predetermined index, and 
simultaneously reproducing an audio stream corresponding to playback time designated 
by the predetermined index (0003)(0020(0037). 

As to claim 5, Chan discloses a method of playing an optical disk in an optical 
disk player, comprising: inputting index information of a still picture other than one 
currently being played (Figs. 4 and 6)(0032)(0036)(0037); storing the read still picture 
(0021)(0040-0042); checking playback time designated by the index information and 
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reading audio stream data corresponding to the playback time from the optical disk 
(0020)(0036-0037); storing the audio stream (0021)(0040-0042); and reproducing the 
still picture and the audio stream (0020). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the input index information with a 
maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk and 
reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the input index information 
if the input index is less than the maximum number of still pictures in the first track. 

Bang discloses disclose comparing the input index information (Specific frame 
sequence data) with a maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk 
(Video in a tape) and reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the 
input index information if the input index is less than the maximum number of still 
pictures in the first track (Abstract). In addition, the same motivation is used as the 
rejection for claim 1 . 

As to claim 8, Chan discloses a method of playing an optical disk in an optical 
disk player, the method comprising: 

inputting index information of a still picture other than one currently being played (Figs. 
4 and 6)(0032)(0036)(0037);checking playback time designated by the index 
information and reading audio stream data corresponding to the playback time from the 
optical disk(0020)(0036-0037); 

reproducing the still picture and the corresponding audio stream in place of the one 
currently being played (Figs. 4 and 6; 0037; While playing a slide show a user may 
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choose to play a different still image file and corresponding audio stream using remote 
control and menu of fig 6 using remote control of fig 4). 

Chan does not expressly disclose comparing the input index information with a 
maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk and 
reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the input index information 
if the input index is less than the maximum number of still pictures in the first track. 

Bang discloses disclose comparing the input index information (Specific frame 
sequence data) with a maximum number of still pictures in a first track of the optical disk 
(Video in a tape) and reading a still picture from the optical disk, corresponding to the 
input index information if the input index is less than the maximum number of still 
pictures (when an image is searched all the images will be searched until a desired 
image is found and when image is found then index must be less then a maximum 
number of still pictures) in the first track (Abstract; Page 3 and claim 3). In addition, the 
same motivation is used as the rejection for claim 1 . 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Chan with Bang to make the 
modifications described in claims 1 - 6 and 8. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/22/2008 with regards to claim 5 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,876 Page 7 

Art Unit: 4134 

On Page 7 Applicant also argues that "video in a tape" can not be relied upon to 
disclose "first track of the optical disk". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees because Bang teaches videotape for storing still 
picture(see abstract and claim 1) and Chan teaches a DVD(optical disk) for storing 
images(see paragraphs 0002-0003). It is inherent that the videotape or DVD(optical 
disk) having tracks. In addition, the U.S. Patent 5,012,352 to Yoshimura et al. 
"Yoshimura" teaches a video tape or cassette has tracks as on which video and audio 
are stored, as shown in column 5 lines 23 -32 and figures 8, 13 and 14. 

Applicant also argues on page 7 that Bang abstract is silent to " a maximum 
number of still pictures". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees because still image search apparatus of Bang 
searches for desired image as shown in claim one on page 2 of bang translation. It is 
noted that when an image is searched all the images will be searched until a desired 
image is found. Therefore it will also include a maximum number of still pictures. 
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Applicant also argues on page 7 that "frame sequence data" is not the same as 
"index information of a disk". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees because claim 1 on page 2 of Bang translation 
clearly states that frame sequence data is provided by the instruction issue part (100) to 
search for a desired video frame. Therefore frame sequence is an index required in 
searching the desired image. Even in applicant specification an index is defined as 
means for searching a target or desired still picture. 

Therefore the reference teachings are equivalent to the Applicants specification. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lun Yi can be reached on (571)272-7671 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 4134 
/LUN-YI LAO/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4134 



